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sight, furnished her foes with such deadly weapons against her, without probable cause, was the son of a musician of Turin, who was burdened with a large family. His father, having observed in him a decided taste for music, taught him the rudiments of that art. At the age of fifteen he left home, and went afoot to Nice* where the Duke of Savoy was then holding his court. There he entered the services of the Duke of Moreto, and when that nobleman was appointed ambassador to Scotland some years later, Rizzio went with him to that kingdom. As he was gifted with a beautiful voice, and was also a skillful performer upon the violin and rebeck, accompanying himself in songs of which he composed both words and music, the ambassador spoke of him to Mary, who expressed a desire to see him, Rizaio, overflowing with self-confidence, saw in this desire of the Queen a means of pushing nis own fortunes: he lost no time in obeying her command, and sang before her, to her great delight. She then asked Moreto to give him to her in much the same way that she might have asked him for a thoroughbred, or a well-trained falcon. Moreto was only too delighted with this opportunity of paying his court to her, and acceded to her request.
Rizzio had been but a short time in her service before v Mary discovered that music was the least of his accomplishments, and that, outside of that, his learning was varied, to say the least, if not very deep; that he had a supple intellect and a lively imagination, and while hia manners were gentle, he did not lack assurance and self-conceit. He reminded her of the Italian artists she had seen at the French court, and addressed her in the language of Marot and Ronsard, whose most beautiful poems he knew by heart: less, than this would have made him welcome to Mary Stuart. In a very short